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National Orphaned/Abandoned Mines Initiative Update: 2015 Highlights    
 

NOAMI Showcased at 2015 Energy and Mines Ministers Conference (EMMC) 

The past year has seen increased efforts to share more widely and effectively, the goals, activities and strengths of 
NOAMI, as well as to engage additional partners in the program.  NOAMI’s presence at EMMC 2015 was part of a 
strategic plan to re-kindle the interest and engagement of mines ministers in NOAMI, following a period of 
increased productivity and national and international recognition.  NOAMI reports progress to ministers annually 
through the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Mineral Industry (IGWG). Cindy Blancher-Smith, NOAMI 
Chair and ADM of the Ontario Ministry of Northern Development and Mines, played a significant role in 
reporting NOAMI progress to IGWG, and securing a place on the agenda of the EMMC 2015, held in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, from July 19-21, 2015. 
 
A highlight of the conference was a speech delivered by Minister Gravelle (Minister of Northern Development and 
Mines, Ontario).  He announced the unveiling of the new NOAMI performance update, and outlined many of NOAMI’s 
past and ongoing projects.  He concluded by encouraging non-members to join the NOAMI Advisory Committee, and 
calling upon his fellow mines ministers to endorse and financially support NOAMI’s work. Following Minister Gravelle’s 
speech, Minister Bennett (BC), who had earlier updated ministers on the Mount Polley incident, provided an 
endorsement of NOAMI. The need for continued support for NOAMI is highlighted in the 2015 EMMC Press 
Release, which can be found at www.scics.gc.ca/english/conferences.asp?t=q&y=2015&m=7 
 

NOAMI and the activities of its jurisdictional partners were showcased at a 
trade show accompanying the conference. The NOAMI booth presented the 
new Performance Update 2009-2015, a demonstration of the web-based 
NOAMI Inventory (in progress), and recent publications and highlights of 
remedial activities by members across the country.  

Currently, British Columbia, Yukon, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Nova 
Scotia, Newfoundland and Labrador are jurisdictional members of NOAMI, in 
addition to the federal government departments of Indigenous and Northern 
Affairs Canada, Environment and Climate Change Canada, and Natural Resources 
Canada. Rounding out the membership is representation from the mining 
industry (Mining Association of Canada, Ontario Mining Association, 
Prospectors & Developers Association of Canada, Cameco Corporation, and 
First Quantum Minerals Ltd.) and non-governmental and Aboriginal organizations 
(MiningWatch Canada, Northwatch and Denendeh Investments Inc).   

 

 

 



 

Historic mine hoist foundation, Montague Gold Mines, N.S.  

  

 

7th Annual General Meeting (AGM) and Tour of the NOAMI Advisory Committee 

The Seventh AGM of the NOAMI Advisory Committee was held in Halifax, Nova Scotia, on July 22-23 2015, 
immediately following the 2015 Energy and Mines Ministers Conference (EMMC).  Cindy Blancher-Smith, Ontario 
Assistant Deputy Minister of Mines, chaired the meeting. The meeting was very well attended and the agenda 
covered a wide and diverse range of topics that included: outreach to other national/international organizations, 
communications and information transfer, the NOAMI Inventory, jurisdictional updates, budget, membership, and 
new and ongoing priorities and projects. 

The following day, NOAMI members were treated to an 
excellent field tour which highlighted the “Environmental 
Impacts of Acid Rock Drainage and Historical Gold Mining 
in the Halifax Region”. The day-long itinerary included 
sight visits to view the bedrock geology in the Bayers Lake 
Business Park, historical gold mining shafts and tailings at 
Montague Gold Mines, and finally, the Halifax Airport 
Water treatment Plant. Combining a field trip with the 
NOAMI AGM is a tradition that serves the members well 
by fostering a greater understanding of Canada’s historic, 
environmental, economic and social impacts of mining.  

 

NOAMI Performance Update 2009-2015 Released at EMMC 2015 

In 2009, NOAMI published its first performance report, documenting the program’s activities and achievements in 
its first six years of operation—2002 to 2008. In 2015, the second performance report was published, covering the 
years 2009 to 2015. The brochure describes the current state of orphaned and abandoned mines in Canada, and 
highlights NOAMI’s achievements and those of its member jurisdictions. These stories from NOAMI partners 
across the country, reflecting many different approaches and partnerships, are evidence of increased action and 
success in grappling with past legacies and preventing new ones from occurring. The NOAMI Performance Update 
2009-2015 is available on NOAMI’s website, http://www.abandoned-mines.org.     

 

Over the past 12 years, NOAMI has worked diligently to influence policy and build capacity in Canada to address 
issues associated with the prevention, clean-up and remediation of orphaned and abandoned mine sites. Through 
research projects, workshops, publications and presentations, we have increased knowledge and awareness, 
explored best practises and nurtured an important national network that is moving the agenda forward. While 
much work has been done, much more remains. Sustaining the momentum that has propelled NOAMI through 
the past 12 years is a challenge we cannot meet without the ongoing support and endorsement of all key players. 

 

 
 

 
For further information on NOAMI please visit 

our website:   
www.abandoned-mines.org 

 


